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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

TO:

X___Office of Planning and Research From: California Department of Water Resources
1400 10th Street, Room 121 Division of Flood Management
Sacramento CA 958141231 | Street, Room 301

Sacramento CA 95814

X__ County Clerk

County of San Joaquin
County of Solano
County of Sacramento
County of Contra Costa
County of Yolo

Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination

Project Name (if any): Delta Flood Emergency Facilities Improvement Project, a Component of the
Delta Flood Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Recovery Program

2013042015 Seth Litchney (916) 445-0613
State Clearinghouse Number Contact Person  Area Code/Telephone/Extension

Project Contact:
John Paasch
Division of Flood Management
California Department of Water Resources, Division of Flood Management
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone: (916) 574-2167
Fax: (916) 574-2767
Email: john.paasch@water.ca.gov

Project Location (include County):

The Initial Study/Mitigation Negative Declaration addresses the potential development, improvement,
and operation of three permanent rock stockpile and emergency transfer sites in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin River Delta area. These sites are located at:

1. 1404, 1541 and 1325 West Weber Avenue, Stockton, CA (Stockton West Weber Avenue).
County of San Joaquin

2. Central Valley Flood Protection Board Dredge Disposal Site, at Airport Road, Rio Vista, CA
(Rio Vista). County of Solano.

3. Brannan Island State Recreation Area, CA (Brannan Island). County of Sacramento.

Project Description: Under the facilities implementation component of the Delta Flood Emergency
Preparedness, Response, and Recovery Program (DFEPRRP) the California Department of Water
Resources (DWR) proposes to acquire long-term access and improve up to three sites in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta); these sites are located in Stockton, Rio Vista, and Brannan-
Andrus. The Delta Flood Emergency Facility Improvement Project (FIP) consists of improving three
transfer facilities sites where quarry rock, sand, soil and other flood fight materials can be efficiently
transferred from trucks to barges to expedite levee repairs and facilitate channel closures in the event
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of Delta levee breaches. In addition, the FIP sites would serve other emergency response functions
needed by DWR to respond rapidly and effectively to significant emergencies in the Delta, including
storage of repair materials and flood fight supplies, and Incident Command Posts (ICPs). DWR
proposes to acquire the needed sites through purchase from willing private sellers or through long-
term lease arrangements with other governmental agencies. DWR would utilize existing
improvements and construct additional improvements as needed to support the proposed emergency
response functions. Such improvements are likely to include fencing, docking and loading facilities,
parking, temporary office trailers, utilities (water, power, communications, and wastewater), fencing,
lighting, and security improvements.

This is to advise that the Califernia Department of Water Resources has approved the above
described project on May 30, 2013 and has made the following determination regarding the above
described project:

1. The project __ will X will not have a significant effect on the environment.

2. An Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project
pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
_X A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the
provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation Measures X were _ were not made a condition of the approval of the
project.

4. A Statement of Overriding Considerations ~ was X was not adopted for this
project.

5. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan X was __ was not adopted for the is
projects

6. Findings X were  were not made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the Mitigated Negative Declaration with comments and responses and
record of project approval is available to the General Public at:

California Department of Water Resources
Division of Flood Management

Attn: John Paasch

3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95821

Certification by Persons Responsible for Preparation of this Document: The Department of
Water Resources, Division of Flood Management Engineering has been responsible for the
preparation of this Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration and the incorporated Initial Study. I
believe this document meets the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, is an
accurate description of the proposed project, and that the lead agency has the means and commitment
to implement the project design measures that will ensure the project does not have any significant,

adverse effects on the environment., [ recommend approval of this document.
/

'/

/ lz,b_“ _ / &/2/12

William Croyle, Chief i Date
Flood Operations Branch

Division of Flood Management Engineering

California Department of Water Resources
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(*To be signed upon completion of the public review process and preparation of a final project
approval package, including responses to comments, if any, on the environmental document and any
necessary modifications to project design measures.)

Approval of the Project by the Lead Agency: Pursuant to Section 21082.1 of the California
Environmental Quality Act, the California Department of Water Resources has independently
reviewed and analyzed the Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
proposed project and finds that the Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration reflect
the independent judgment of the California Department of Water Resources. The lead agency finds
that the project design features will be implemented as stated in the Mitigated Negative Declaration.

| hereby approve this project:

. P4 &4‘ Sl VLT
Keith Swansori'l, Chief Date
Division of Flood Management
California Department of Water Resources
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Review of the ISIMND, SCH NO. 2013042015

Copies of the ISSMND were distributed to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research,
State Clearinghouse (SCH), and the appropriate resource agencies. In addition, electronic
copies were posted on DWR’s website;
http://www.water.ca.gov/floodmgmt/hafoo/fob/dfeprrp/. A Notice of Intent (NOI) was hand-
delivered to the SCH and delivered by US Postal Service to appropriate resource agencies. A
Notice of Availability (NOA) of the IS'MND and DWR’s Notice of Intent to adopt a MND
was published in the Sacramento Bee, the Stockton Record, and the Rio Vista Beacon, as
well as notifications of public workshops held in Rio Vista on April 22, 2013, and in
Stockton on April 24, 2013. A 32-day public review period began on April 8, 2013, and
ended on May 10, 2013. Comment letters were received from the following seven entities:

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJAPCD)

California Department of Transportation - Caltrans (DOT)

California Department of Parks and Recreation, Gold Fields District (DPR)
California Department of Fish & Wildlife (DFW)

Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB)

Delta Stewardship Council (DSC)

Delta Protection Commission (DPC)

These letters are presented in Section 2.0 Comments and Responses.

1.2 Preparation of this Memorandum

Comment letters were reviewed and the responses were prepared as presented Section 2.0.
Based on the comments and recommendations received, minor changes and edits to the
IS/MND have been identified as reflected in the Section 3.0, Errata. The letters from the
DSC, CVFPB and DPC did not contain substantive comments on the IS/MND. These letters
were supportive of the proposed action and made minor suggestions for project
improvements that would not change any of the IS/MND findings.

The other letters identified potential impacts and proposed mitigations to reduce the impact
to less than significant. The impacts have been recognized and minor amendments or
additional mitigations identified where appropriate, including the changes to the text
identified in Section 3, and/or incorporated into the mitigation monitoring and reporting
program (MMRP) presented in Section 4. Section 4 presents the MMRP to be implemented
by DWR to ensure significant environmental effects are avoided.

No substantive modifications to the project description were made based on the comments.
There were also no substantial revisions to the ISMND based on reviewers identifying new,
avoidable significant effects. None of the edits contain changes and/or additional details that
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warrant the recirculation of the IS/MND because the changes do not result in any new impact
not previously described and analyzed; revisions to the project do not meet the criteria for
recirculation under CEQA Guidelines 815073.5. Similarly, the minor revisions identified
below to a mitigation measure from the IS/MND represent an allowable substitution or
additional mitigation measure pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15074.1.
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2.0 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

2.1 Letter 1: San Joaquin Unified Air Pollution Control District

SJAPCD 1. Revisions to Table 4-4, pg. 88 have been made to identify the SJAPCD PM10
threshold of significance. See Section 3.

SJAPCD 2. No response needed.
SJAPCD 3. No response needed.

SJAPCD 4. Comment noted. DWR will comply with all SJAPCD rules and regulations,
and will consult with the SJAPCD to obtain District permits in the event of
building renovation, demolition or removal.

SJAPCD 5. Copies of the District comments have been provided to DWR.

DWR, Division of Flood Management 3 May 2013
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May B, 2013

John Passch

San Joaquin Valley
AR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

Cabfomia Depardment of Waler Resources

Division of Fleod Managament

3310 El Camino Awenue, Suse 200

Sacramanto, CA 95821

Praject:

mEv
HEALTHY AIR LIVING

initial Study (i5) and Proposed Mitigated Megative Declaration (MKNO) for

tha Delta Flood Emergenoy Fadilities Improvement Project

Disirict CEQA Refarance Mo:

Dear Mr, Paassh

20130367

The San Josquin Yalley Unified Air Polufion Control Diatict {Destrict) has resawed the

15 and Progosed MND for the Delta Flood Emargancy Faclities Improvemeant Praject.
The project conslats of establishing two {2) new matesial storage and franafer facBties
located et West Weber fvenus in Stocddion and anciber at Brannan laland Siafe Park
In addition, the exiiing R Vista matedal storage facllity will be modified. The goal is 1o
eafabiish new flood fight supply fachities a1 all three (3} of the following localions: Weal
Wear Avenue in Stockton, Brannan Istand State Pak and o Vista, The Depatmen
of Water Resources [DWR) & proposing 10 stockpla up bo 40,000 tons of fleod fight
maiefal each at Stockion's West Waber Svenue and at the Brannan lsfand location.
CWR wil alss stockpdis up to 20,000 fons of sand ab the Fie Visla iocation for a total
additioral ncrerment of 100,000 1ons.

1. The Districl would Bka to clarfy that # appiies fhe followsng threshalds of significanca

for criteria polutants.

= 10 bons per year oxides of nibrogan (MOx)

= 10 tons per year neactive organic gases [ROG)

= 16 tons per vear pariculate mates of 10 mierons o k23 In slze (PMI0)

Cumenlly on page 83 (Table 4-4), the ISMND coes not dentity the Disticls
slgnificance threshold for PMI0, A5 a resull, he Districd recammends amending the

ISMAND to identfy the PM10 threshald of signdicance

Gened Badredin

¥ vomm e T v d s Poticionsn el (PRt

Sarril e Wes [he

Dhfrici OEO4 Refwrenca fa. 50730027

2. Based on information pravided in the ISIMND, project specific emissions of critera
pobutants ara nod expected 1o excesd Distnct significance thresholds of 10 lonssvear
NOX, 10 tonfyear ROG, and 15 fonafyear PM10. Therefore, the Distnet concludes.
that project specific criteria polfutant emissions are expedied o have no significart
adverse imgact on air qualily.

1. Based on information provided to the Distnot, the proposed projedt is not subject o
Digtrict Rule 8510 {Indwect Source Review).

4. The proposed project may be subject fo Dislrict Rules and Regulations, including:
Regulation Will (Fugitve PM10 Prohibitions), Rule 4102 (Mwsance), Rule 4601
{Architectwral Coatings), and Rule 4641 (Cutback. Slow Cure, and Emulsifed
Asphal, Paving and Mainteranse Operaticas), [n ke avent an existing BuilEng will
be renovaled, partialy demalished or removed, the praject may be subject o Destric
Fule 2002 (Natonsl Emission Standards for Hazardous Alr Polhgants), Tha above
is1 of nules is neither exbaustve nor excusive. To denbfy olber Disticd rules or
ragutations that spply bo this project or 1o oblain inlormation abaut Distct perrmd
ragueramants, tha appicant & strengly ancouraged to contact the District's Small
Business Assistamncs Office al (5500 230-5088. Current Distric) rudes can be faund
anling &1 www valleyasr orgirules frulealist him

B The Distric recommends thad a copy of the Dislricl's comments be provided bo the
prajesl prapansal

If you have any questions or requine further information, please call Mark Montslongo, at
(5549) 230-5805.

Snoerely,
Dravid Warner
Director of Parmil Services
'_,'-..-!l;-.,-_.lr_ --"-_,1"-!: ]-Ll'r'.:l”"l.‘l"'
i II
T Amadd Marjolat
Peam it Senvices Managar
OV
Ceo File
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2.2 Letter 2: California Department of Transportation

DOT 1. DOT stated that “It appears to Caltrans that increased heavy truck traffic generated
by this project could cause damage to roadway pavement”. Also noting that
“During the construction phase and during operation, Caltrans anticipates that
large amounts of truck traffic will be generated™.

DWR will coordinate with the appropriate Caltrans regional offices to investigate
feasible mitigations. DOT also commented on the Need for a Traffic Management
Plan (TMP). Text has been added to Section 4.17.3 (pg. 178), and Section 5.8 has
been added (pg. 188) to address the comment and include appropriate mitigations
(See Section 3). The mitigation measure has been included in the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).

DWR, Division of Flood Management 5 May 2013
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DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATIOM PLANNING
P BOTY RIZRTY, ME-31

EACRAMENTOL CA 42 T4

PEHINEL (908} 843-1067

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION @

FAX (915 BS2-4570 ol st
™ 7l
wurwdotoa govhy e
May 10, 2013
John Pazsch D03 SR 160 - PM L6, 74
Califomia Depantmeni of "Waner Resources 04 SR Bd - PM 0,58
Division of Flood Management D Inferstate 5 - PM Var
3310 El Camima Avemne, Suite 200 SCH: 2013042015

Sacramenso, CA 9582

Subject; Delta Flosd Emergency Facilities Improvement Project (SCH# 2013042015)
Diear Mr. Pansche:

The California Department of Transportation {Caltrans) appreciates the opponusity 1o comement
om the Propased Negative Leckaration for the Delta Flood Emergency Facilities Project. The
proposed project addresses the potential develo impe and operation of thres
permanent rock stockpile and emengency transler sites in the Sacramento-San Fongquin River
Dwlea sea. This comment leiter encompasses the entire delia region. and supersedes any prior
Ietiers reparding this project. The proposed project is lecated in Sacramento County (Brannan
Leland State Recreation Aren along Stase Rouie (SR) 160}, San Jeaguin Coanty (various locstions
ai Wes: Weber Avenue in Stockton along Interstate $) and Solana Cousty (Central Valley Flood
Pratection Board Dredge Disposal Site, at Airport Boad i Ric Vistn aleng SR 84).

As the owner and opesator of the State Highway System (SHS). the main ohjective of the Local
Development — Intergovermmental Review (LO-IGR) Progeam is b protect the mobility and
operational safity of the SHS. Te ersure a safe and efficiem ransporation system, we
encourge early conrsulistion and coardination with local jurisdicibons and project proponents on
all developenent prajecls that may have an impact an state facilities and the multi-maodal
transpomttion petwork,

Mitigariar
It appears 1o Caltrans that increased heavy truck raffic generated by this project could canse
damnage o roadway pa i, Please finabe with the appropriate Caltrans District saff s

imvestigate feasible mitigation mensures.
m Truffic Mamagement Flar

Draring the constructn phase and during operation, Calirans antleipses thal krge amomis
of track traffic will be penerated. Therefore, o Traffic Managemest Plan {TMP) will be

Cabirges depress svduhy oo Doy ™

Mr. John Paas:h
My 1, 2003
Page 2

requined. Please be sdvised that the TMI should be prepared in accordance with Calirans®
Marual on Unifors Trafific Contral Devicer. Further information is avadlable Bor download
a the following weh addness:

it slet.ca sovihe il Tops/siEntes hmuedsupnipd feamu:a20 1 2 Pan, pdf

Once the TMP is availnble, plogse provide our office with a copy for Calimars review,

Trawsportation Perosit

‘Caltrans requires & transporiation permit for the transpart of heavy construction equipment
andior materials tffrom the project site, or any movement of oversized or encessive load
vehicles om the State Highwsy System. Calrans recommends that lange size mack 1Hps b
linsited to offpeak commuse periods. Furiher information is mvalbshle on the fallowimg
website: hetpefww ot ca gov b tralFops permits!,

Far questioes regarding this comment lenes please consset Josh Pulverman, LD-MGR Saatewide
F-:-ordjmnr. Crffice of Community Plamning at (916) 653-0808, or at
josh_pulvermen@idos ca gov,

For District 3 (Sacramento County) specifle questions please contact Exic Fredericks, Chief,
Transportation Planning Sowth at (916) 274-0635, ar at eric ik

Far District 4 (Solano County) specific questioes plezss contser Erik Alm, Chief LD-IGR
Branch, at (510) 286-6053, or at grik_almadotea gov,

For Dmmq 10 {San Jasquin County) specific guestions plense comtec! Tom Dhamas, Chiel,
Metropaliten Plansing 2t {209 941-1921 ar &t 1o durgEdot co.gov,

Slncerely, -
4/ D .
///- r_.-lf’-':- b S 5?:5 e = W
! erri Pencovic
Bramch Chied, Office of Comisity Flanning
LE-IGR. Statewide Program Manager

© Scott Morgan, State Clesringhouse
Eric Fredericks, Senice Transporiation Plannes, Caltrans District 3
Exik Alm, Sendor Trnsporiation Planner, Caltrns District 4
Tomm Dumas, Senior Transportation Planser, Caltrans Disisict 10

"o ogeonis AekiTe scrmy Calfvm
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2.3 Letter 3: Department of Parks and Recreation

DPR 1. The comments provided on pages 1-6 are primarily related to the project description,

DPR needs in the Parks General Plan, and/or DPR recommendations to refine the
projects description. The comments do not identify proposed DWR projects actions,
the threshold of significance, or environmental impact (nexus) and do not propose
mitigations commensurate with an identified environmental impact. The comments
primarily address issues to be resolved outside of the environmental review process.
It is believed that the proposed DPR changes, should they be satisfactory to both
parties and included in the projects description, would also be consistent with, and
covered by the environmental review presented in the IS'MND, including those
changes made the response to comments and the final adopted IS/MND and MMRP.

Specific environmental impacts identified by DPR in the letter’s “Environmental Analysis”
are addressed below.

DPR 2.

DPR 3.

DPR identifies a potentially significant aesthetic impact, stating “State Parks does
have potential concerns with locating industrial type facilities within the SRA,
however we believe the inclusion of project elements that benefit recreation use and
other measures to lessen visual impacts will help mitigate these effects.

The impact is addressed by Mitigation Measure AES-2, Locate and Design Quarry
Rock Stockpile(s) at BISRA to Minimize Impacts to Scenic Vistas and Visual
Resources. The mitigation measure has been included in the MMRP.

DPR’s comments that “There are elderberry shrubs, the host plant of the Valley
Elderberry Long-horned Beetle (VELB) a federal listed species, throughout Brannan
Island SRA. Surveys will need to be conducted to identify elderberry plants and the
appropriate measures taken to avoid or mitigate impacts. Antioch Dunes Evening
Primrose, a federally listed species, was introduced at Brannan Island in 1967. The
largest population is centered near the group picnic area. The plant is likely not in
the areas where improvements are proposed, however surveys should be conducted
to determine presence or absence.”

The impact is addressed by minor amendment to Mitigation Measure B1O-3 (pgs.
199 and 183) to add text stating that “Preconstruction surveys will also include
botanical survey to identify the presence of elderberry shrubs and Antioch dunes
evening primrose” (See Section 3). The mitigation measure has been included in the
MMRP.

DWR, Division of Flood Management 7 May 2013
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State of Califamia = Mrlural Rescurces Agency Edmurd & Brown Jr., G owemar

¥ DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
Gold Fields District
THO06 Folsom Aubum Road
Fedsam, CA 95630

Wajor General Antheny L. Jackson, USME [Rad), Discdaer

May 7, 2013

Johin Paasch

Diiviglon of Flood Management

Califarnia Depariment of Waler Resources
3310 El Caming Avenue, Suite 200
Sacramanta, CA 95821

Drear Johin,

Thiis lefler is in response to the Indial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative
Dreclaration (ISMMND) for the Delte Flood Emerpency Facllities mmprovemsant Prajest,
The proposad progact would develop flood fighting materials slorage localions, barga
loading sites and Incident Command Posts at thres locations in the Delta region. One of
thesa locations is Brannan ksland State Recreation Area (SRA). The Gold Fields Destricl
of Calfornia State Parks manapes Brannan |zland SRA. Below are the cormmants,
concerns and recommendations of the Gold Fields District regarding the 1SMND. Gold
Fiakds District staff hava met with Department of ¥Water Resources (DVWH) Fload
lanagement Division staff several times regarding the proposal s for Erannan [sland
SRA In the ISMIND.

Stata Parks supports the purposs of the Flood Emergency Facilibes Improsemeant
Project to ansure that the State has the approprale infrastrusture and supplies to
rezpond to major flood disasters in the Delta. State Parks suppers the developmant of
a package of DWR flood fight facilities if they can provide some banefit to the recreaton
oppartunities and facilities, revanue generation potental and management capacity at
Brannan lstand SRA

Stata Parks believas that a mutealy baneficial cooperative relatiorship with DV at
Brannan Iskand SRA will help mitgate patential imgacts cased by the proposed flood
emergency facilties, State Parks is concemed about the potential industrializetion and
non-mission usa of Brannan |sland SRA impacting what i a very lmited publbc
racreational oppartunity and facility within the Dafla, However, the Departrment is
seeking sustainable parnerships that would allow potentially threatened park units like
Brannan Island SRA to ramamn open and accassible o the visiling public. R is within this
framework that State Parks (2 supgortive of the ISMND for the Delta Flood Emergency
Facilities Improvement Project

Project Description

The ISMIND indicabes thal an Ineragency Agresment would be developed betwesn
DWHR and State Parks regarding the use and development of porions of Brannan island
SRA for flood emergency facilities. The ISMND describes the project at Brannan lskand
SRA (MO pages 3-4, Draft IS'MMD pages 58-61) as including:

+ A 2500 to 5,000 square-foat joint use faciity for use as a Mulli-Agency Center
(MALC), which could alzo serves as an ICP;

+  Improverments 1o the Brannan Iskand SRA boat lsunching ramp and parking ot
for a halipad, an Incident Command Post and a barge loading sile to
accommadate the loading of buo barges,

+  |mprovermeants to an area between the boat launch and the group picnic area,
including the placement of twe pilings, for a single barge loading site;

» Placamant of up to five steel containers and a 10,000 sgquare fool steel storags
building, for storage of flood fight supplies, al a mutually agreed upen location at
Brannan Island SFA;

= At the south end of Brannan |sland SRA establish a rock stockpile of up to
40,000 tans and irmgoove areas and install four pilings for two barge lnading sites.
Access roads would be improved as nesded to this lecaton

Digcussion

Brannan Island SRA is one of the relatively few publiic recreation areas and boal ramps
in the Defta. The unit serses undemepresented carmmunibies and is close o major
population centers n the East Bay and Sacramanto, Visitor attendancs at Brannan
Island SHA is about 128 000 visitors annually. The park unit includes an eight lane boat
ramp, boat barthing area, 102-site family campground, RV campground, G-site group
campground, picnic anea with 25 individual sfes and 5 group sites, fishing pier and ona
rertal cabin,

Prior to August 2012, the Gold Fislda Distrct had a small Delta Secior staff and
operatien located at Brannan lsland SRA. This incleded a Superintendent, State Park
Rangers, maintenance and administrative staff. As part of the Department's efforts 1o
address budget reductions over the pest eeveral years, the Departrrent determined to
ranage Brannan laland SRA through a concassion contract, Brannan Island SRA is
ane of five park units that are part of a five-year concession contract that was awarded
te American Land and Lessure. It is uncartain how Brannan lelamd SRA will be rmansged
in the future when the current concession conlract expires in 2017

At the same time that California State Parks has struggled to find the resowrces 1o
operate and meintain existing State Park unils in the Della, & hast of other major plans
and agencies have been crealed 1o address the vanous ssues and challenges in the
D, Many of these actions were part of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Consarvancy Act and the Sacramento-San Jaaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009 and
include: the Delta Flan, the Delta Stewardship Gouncil, the: Delta Conservancy and the
Della Recreation Propasal. It is the Gold Fields District's hope that through these and
other Dwelta initiatives, partnerships can be developed that will hel provide the
necessary sustainable resources 1o operale, maintain and enhance the State’s exsting
park units and recreation epporunities in the Delta,

DWR, Division of Flood Management 8
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Slate Parks understands that for the most part the utilization of the proposed food
faciity improvements would occur during magor ficod evenls and dissstens, |t is
assumed that recrealion use al Brannan Iskand would be curtailed during an event of
thi magnitude Tor which the flood fight faciities are being developed. However, such an
event could be precipitated by an earthquake and there may be a period of time at the
outset of an event where recreaton wsers would need 1o be evacuated from Brannan
lsland SRA, Algo, Stabe Park faclities, such as the campground at Brannan lsland SRA,
are sometimes wsed as emengency housing during disasters and majar emargancy
events.

State Parks is interestad in accommedating DWR fioad fight facilities which can also
provide some benadll o the recreation oppartunities and faciliies, revenus generation
potental and managaemaent of Brannan Island 5RA. State Parke is encouraged by the
discuseions we have hed with DWR Flood Managemenl siall awver the past several
manths regarding the types of faciities that cowld benefit both agencies and purcoses al
Erannan |sland SRA. The recommeandations balow reflect the |atest discussions
betwean the twoe agencies, some of which secued fallowing the finalization of the Draft
ISIMND. DWR first notified State Parks of the petential flood facility imprevements at
Eranman Island SRA in Movember 2012, The two agencies have been able o schedule
only a couple of meetings to discuss these proposals over the past six months, henca
some ol the cancepts and ideas in this letter may not be fully articulated in the ISMND,
However, we beliswe the two agencies can work through any differences and reach a
mubually baneficial cutcome.

Recommendations

Multi-Agancy Centar

State Parks Is very Interested and supportive of the concept of developing a Mult-
Agency Center (MAC) at Brannan island SRA that would serve several functions. The
MAC would provide an ICP during flood events and disasiers in the Delta and indude a
classroomfconference room of suitable size and with the appropriate infrastructuns for
thie purpose. During non-emengency limes, the dassroom could be wsed for meetings,
training, small events and other wses.

The MAC bulding would provide office space for State Parks siaff, DWR staff or evan
alther agencies wilh a nieed to have staff locsted in the Delta. Though State Parks has
shified staff gut of the Delta and Brannan Island SRA in the past vear, and the
recregbon use and facilties at the SRA are currenlly managed By a concassionaire, the
Departrment has ongaing management responsibilities for Brannan ksland SRA and the
alhar State Park propertiss in the Delta. it is possible that State Parks could decide ko
again directly operate recreation use and facilities at Brannan |5 land SRA in the future
at the conclugion of the existing concassion contract,

State Parks is interastad in developing agreements with DVWR and other agencies that
can help support the ongaing operation and maintenance of the Muli-Agency Center.
Agencies other than DWR and State Parks which could have a potential interest in
office space and paricipating in the MAC might include the Department of Boating and
‘Waternsys, Deparment of Fish and Wildlife, the Delta Prabechen Commission, the
Dalta Censarvaney or ether agencies and srganizations.

The MAC would Include a puble esmlact couiber and small visitor canter for Brannan
Island 3RA and the Delta. Thers is an old modular strecture &t the park unit which
praviously served as a small visitor center, but has been closed 1o public use Tor sevesal
years This old structure |8 In disrepair, wery amall and ned ADA compliant. Thers is a
need far @ public contacl counter at Brannan Island SRA and thie function could be
hrnadaned to inclede providing information about recreation cppoartunities and
resources across the Delta. A small interpretive area with exhibis thal could include
infarmation notl anly aboul the resources al Brannan Island SRA, but also the wider
story of the Dalta: the past natural and cultural history; the natural functions of the Delta,
habitate and species it supports; the development of farming, fleoed control and
navigation in the Delta; current projects and issues regarding the Delta including reliable
watar supply, habitat restoration and flocd emergency preparation and management,
The MAL coukd be an oppartunity for DWR to communicate its many-faceted mission in
Ihe Deha,

As the: 15/MMND indicates the MAC would be in the range of a Z,500-5,000 square foot
building. State Parks believes the best location for the MAC would be in the vicinily af
the existing closed medular visitor center near the park enlrance, Sae the attached
rnaps. Below arg e minimum equirernents to accommodate the multiple purposes of
the MAC:

+= Large dassreomimesting room (approximately 400-500 sq. i) thal can be
canfigured for different purposes (including an ICP) and wired with the nacessary
elactrical and communications wlilites;

= Five offices for use by State Parks, DVWR and other agency staff.

+ Public contact counter te provide infarmation to the public;

= Small imerpretve centerexhibi

= Restrooms

= Sustainable agreemeant{s) o address cngolng operalion and maintenance oosts
of the MALC.

Barge Loading Station - Boat Berthing Area and Existing Olympic RY Campground
The existing boat basthing area could be modified 1o funclicn &5 a barge loading
lecation during ermergencies. The berthing area would Bkely need to be dredged for this
purpose and doing 50 would improve the facility for recreation wse. The existing docks
would need to be replaced so they could be easily moved in a lood emergency
situation. i desirable, it may be pessible 1o enlarge the boat berthing area to
accommodiale hwo banges during emergency operations. Mew docks and slips wauld
naad 1o ba developed for an entarged berthing area. The General Flan Tor Brannan
lsland SRA (Febeuary 1988) does depict an enlarged berhing area as part of the future
faciliies, Stale Parks staff would nead 1o assees the ewsting and projected uss of the
barthing area to determine if the grester capacity would be uzed.

A concepl State Parks would like to explon further with DWR is allowing DWR 1o use
the axisting Ciympic RV camping loop area (12 eites) and the norheast side of the boat
barthing area ag a ocation for DVWR fized fight faciliies including platfarrns for corveyor
syeiems or other equipment. This area eould be modified fo mest DWR neade
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Az part of this concapt, CVIR would relocats the RY campground to an area to the
southwest of the bost berthing area. This would entail creating a loop road with R
sies, installing ekectrical and water hook-ups. State Parks could provide the planning
and design for this new RV campground area,

Thiis concept of imgroving and wilizing the boat berthing anea ard adjacent upland area
to the northeast for use as a barge loading site during emergency cperations and
relocating fhe RV camping area 1o a better and larger location for recreation purposes,
provides DVR with room fior the necessary flood fighting facilites and is a benefit and
improvemant to the State Recraation Afea. Sea the atlached maps.

Boat Ramp and Parking Area

The IS/MND proposes several potential uses of the existing boat ramp and parking area
far e fight facilities, This inclides utiizing the parking area as a potential helipad
during emengancies, using the bost ramp as a barge leading area for twe barges
simultanacuely and installing the infrastructune for an ICP somewhare in the parking lat,
State Parks understands thal the concept for this ICP location would be to Install the
electrical and communication nfrastructure and to being in construction frailers during
BN SMergency.

State Parks does nof see any problem or corflicls with the exisling function and use of
the parking area to utilize the paved parking lot a5 a helipad site during emergencies.
The infrastruciure for an ICF could ikely be developed and installed withoul conflicting
with existing recreation use outside of emergency events. However, State Parks sees
the ICP associated with a Multi-Agency Cenler as & much mons desirable option which
would provide benefil 1o the park unit. Instaling infrastructure stub outs at the boat ramp
parking kot does not really provide any benefit to the SRA

State Parks is concemed about what would be required to make the boat ramp
functicnal 2 a barge loading i during an emergency. From the description In the
IS/MMND # st clear what modifications would nesd to b2 made 1o the ramp and parking
area in order to accommadate this barge loading use, Installing any pilings off the amp
area would interfare with the recreation use of the ramp during non-emergency timas.
State Parks would need fo understand further about what modifications or
improvements are required before suppoing use af the beat ramg and parking area as
8 barge leading lecatien. Samething o considar is that thene could be a need 1o uss the
boal ramp as a baal ramp during emsangancy events and i might not be desirable bo
block the ramp with barge loading operations. See the attached magps.

South End of Brarsn |sland

As neted above the IS/MND daseribes using this area faor bwa barge keading sites (with
two options on the location of these sites), stockpiling wp to 40,000 tons of reck and
making necassary improvements o roads to the area.

As Slate Parke and DWR Flood Management siaff have disoussed. this location ks also
ang af the atemative lcalions for the proposed Franka Tract Project {DWR and U S
Bureaw of Reclamation are lead agencies) which would construct an operable gate
acrass Three-mile Skough. Much of the anshore infrastructure Tar the gate would be
located along the Brannan Island shoredine of Thres-mile Slough upstream of the
Highway 160 Bridge, DWR Flaod Managemant staff has indicatad they hawve

coordinated with the Franks Tract Project staff and that they bell eve the two faciities
could be designed to be compatible and fit vathin the sarme footpint,

Slate Parks currently does not have any developed facilities in this area. The existing
recreation use of this area is by anglers accessing the shorelne 1o fish. paricularty at
the SE comer of the island, and informal hiking aleng the existing gravel read along the:
southern and of Brannan lsland. The General Plan for Brannan lsland SRA depicts the
development of a paved frail along the bluff abowe the shoreling along this sauthem and
of Brannan Island, The southem end of the 1skand aleng the Three-mile Slough
shoraling i a soenic portion of tha park unit.

Locating barge loading sites an this southem end of tha Island does not appear to
conflict with current or fulure uses of the SRA. State Parks and DWR staff had initial
discussiona on whether it would be possible 1o deslgn barge loading facilites that could
also serve a5 a fishing peer dunng non-emergency periods. IF this is a realistic
possibility, State Parks is inleresied in pursuing suwch a facility design. Slate Parks is
alsg interested in incorporaling a developed recreation trail along this southern
shoreline nfo the facility improvement plans. Stale Parks baliewes the fleod fight
facilties and trail can be made compatibla.

State Parks recommends that i 40,000 tons of rock is to be stockpiled in this area that
the material be placed in @ manner that it provides a visual and aural screen betvesn
the fiood fight facilties and the "Rally” sfe recreation area fo the narth. I this stockpile
tould also be designed to screen the exsting natural gas well from the Three-mile
Slough shomeline and the: proposed recreation trail, this would al=so be beneficial. It is our
understanding that the rock etockpile can be capped with aoil and vegetalion allowed to
grow, thus minimizing the viswal impact of the sliockpile, Again these ideas for the
stockpile could make the flood fight and recreation purposes mutualy beneficial. See
the attached maps.

Stel Slorape Containers and Warehouse Building

State Parks has discussed with DWR staff the potential to locate additional steel
storage containers and a 10,000 square foot stesl warehouse building Somes e
within Brannan ksland SRA. State Parks initial prefenence Tor thisse flood fight facilites is
in the area of the existing State Park corporation yard where DWR currently hes several
etesl containers. This existing corporation yard area could easily be expanded o
disturbed areas to the north nearly doubling the size of the existing comporation yard 1o
an area of perhaps 75,000 square fieel. The existing containars in the yard can be
maowed and configured to most efficiently utilize the space. State Parks and DWR have
discusead that the expanded corporation yard and perhaps a partion af the steal
building eould be utilized by State Parks for dry boat storage, which may bea
concassion opportunity. See the attached meps.

The IS/MND alss refers bo a fenced area on the north end of Brannan |sland SRA as a
patantial location for the stesl storage containers and warehousa. PGAE cumently has
an easement for this propery. PGAE formedy had a nalural gas compression station on
the gite. The facility has since bean removed and the site has been deaned up. PGRE
1% n the process of completing restoration of the: site and has expressed a deeire to
quitelaim the sasement. YWhile the site may be suitable for flood fight material slorage
purpoeas, it B not as suitable for the joint use by DWR and Slale Parks as described
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above, Therefore Slate Parks preference for the location of the storage containers and
warshousa building remains the corporation yard area.

Morth Barge L irng L i

The ISMIND proposas an additional barge loading site in the anea along Three-mils
Slough between the boat ramp and the group peenic aea. Stale Parks believes i is
likely possible to design such a facility o thers would bs littke or no impact an the
recraation wse and faciliies in the area. As noted abaove, if such a facilly could be
designed to serve as a fishing pler, extended cul inbo the Slough, the facility could be an
enhanced for bath figed management and recraation use. If such & design is possicle,
thara may b mora desirable kocation fo locete such a faciity along the Theee-Mile
Slough shareline. See the atlached maps

Environmantal Analysis

Aesthatice (pages T5-76)

As noled above, Stale Parks does have poteniial concerns with locating industrial lype
faciities within the SRA, however we believe the indusion of project elements that
benefit recreation use and other measares to lessen visual impacts will help mitigate
these effects,

If rock stockpllee could be located and shapsd to funclion as visual screening barms
and coveresd with soil and allow grasses and other vegetation to grow on the berms, this
could be a messure to mitigate the visual impact of any new flood light facilities, The
flood fight faciities at the south end of Branman |sland have the pobential to impact the
scenic views of the Three-Mile Slough shoreline, perhaps the most visually appealing
portion of the SRA. Including project elemsants such as the proposed new recreation irail
and stockpile/visual screen berms would help miligate these impacts by providing the
pubiic improved access 1o the shoreline and views and screenin g existing industrial
infrastructure, such as the natural gas wells.

Biological Resources (pages 87-120)

There are elderbermry shrubs, the hos! plant of the Valley Elderbarmy Long-homed Beetle
(WELB) a faderal listed species. throughout Brannan Island SRA. Surveys will nesad fo
be canducted to identify elderbemy plants and the appropriate measwnes taken 1o avoid
of mitigate impacts. Antioch Dunes Evening Primrosa, a federally ksted spacies, was
infreduced al Brannan Island in 1967, The largest population is centered near the group
pécnic area. The plant is likely not in the areasz where imprevemeants are proposed,
however surveys should be conducied o determine presence or absance.

As noted in the ISMAND, several special status species of planls have the poiental o
SECUr in riparian areas al Bransan [sland SRA, incuding Maseon®s lilaeopsis, Suisun
marsh aster, Delta ule pea, Delta mudwort and Wooly rose-maliow. To the extent the
projact will impact riparian areas &t Brannan |sland SRA; surveys should be conducied
to determine the presence of absence of thess planis.

Batween 2000 and 2009, burrowing owls have been sighled wintering 21 Brannan Island
SRA in upland undeveloped areas in the center of the park unil, As proposed in the
ISMND, surveys should be condusted bo determine presence or absence prior io
canstruction adlivites.

Land Lise (page 134)

While Brannan |sland SRA i within Sacramente County, the progedy & State land.
State Parks typically follows State standards and guidelnes in developing facilities on
Stale park propenies, including the General Plan for the park unit and State building
codes. State Parks does not typically obtain building or use permits from the Gounty in
devaloping State park units.

Moisa (page 165)

There are employes residences at Brannan ighand SRA; howeavar, they are currantly
uncccupied, Some af the proposed improvements would occur inoor near recreation
faclities within Brannan |sland SRA. However, State Parks Debeves that through
coordinating and scheduling of the construction, such s considering the season, day of
week and time of day, any eongtruction noise impacts can be le=senad and miligated

Recreation (page 174)

The project would include soms joint use faclities that could serve recreation as wel as
flood emergency purposes. As proposed in this lefler, some recreation facililies might
be replaced or improved. State Parks bebeves these improvemnents wil halp mitigate
any potential adverse impacts on recraation use from the proposed Mood faciity
improvemenis and could have a beneficlal effect on recreation use at Brannan Island

SRA, Thess improvements can be completed without adverse physical effects on the
BrdFanmernt.

Conclusion

The Gold Fields District of Calfornia State Parks supports the goals of the project to
improve flood emergency facilities and capabilities in the Delta %e have had productive
and encouraging discussions with DWR Flood Management staff regarding pozential
jaint-use facilities that could benefit both flood emengancy and recreation purposes al
Brannan lsland SRA, If the facilities described in the letter above can be achisved as
part of the: praject and formalized in an interagency agreement. the District & highly
supparive of the project. Key elements of these proposals for State Parks are the Mult-
Agency Genler, the baat berthing area and the R\ campground. District staff looks
farward to working furthar with DWR staff to make these joint-use prapasals and
projects a reality. If you have any questions about this |etier please contact me or Gold
Fiiekds District Senior Park and Recreation Specialist Jim Micheaels &t (818} SBE-D205

Thank you.

Malt Gresn
Dislric] Superinienden
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DPR 4.

DPR 5.

DPR 6.

DPR 7.

DPR 8.

DPR’s comment that “several special status species of plants have the potential to
occur in riparian areas at Brannan Island SRA, including Mason's lilaeopsis, Suisun
marsh aster, Delta tule pea, Delta mudwort and Wooly rose-mallow.”

The impact is addressed by Mitigation Measure BIO-4: Conduct Pre-Construction
Riparian Habitat Surveys at All Three of the Project Sites Prior to Development. The
mitigation measure has been included in the MMRP.

DPR’s comment that “Between 2000 and 2009, burrowing owls have been sighted
wintering at Brannan Island SRA in upland undeveloped areas in the center of the
park unit. As proposed in the ISMND, surveys should be conducted to determine
presence or absence prior to construction activities.”

The impact is addressed by Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Conduct Burrowing Owl
Surveys at all Three of the Project Sites Prior to Development. The mitigation
measure has been included in the MMRP.

DPR’s comment states that “while Brannan Island SRA is within Sacramento
County, the property is State land. State Parks typically follows State standards and
guidelines in developing facilities on State park properties, including the General
Plan for the park unit and State building codes. State Parks does not typically
obtain building or use permits from the County in developing State park units”.

Text in Section 4.10.1.3 (pg. 154) has been changed to address this comment (See
Section 3).

DPR’s comment states that “there are employee residences at Brannan Island SRA
that are currently unoccupied, noting that some of the proposed improvements
would occur in or near recreation facilities, thus having noise impacts”.

DPR also notes that through coordinating and scheduling of the construction, such
as considering the season, day of week and time of day, any construction noise
impacts can be lessened and mitigated.

This will be factored into the development of the TMP pursuant to Mitigation DOT
2. Minor amendments were made to Section 4.13.1.6, Project Sites (pg. 165) to
reflect the DPR comments and corrections (See Section 3). No further action is
required.

DPR’s comment states that “the project would include some joint use facilities that
could serve recreation as well as flood emergency purposes. As proposed in this
letter, some recreation facilities might be replaced or improved. State Parks
believes these improvements will help mitigate any potential adverse impacts on
recreation use from the proposed flood facility improvements and could have a
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beneficial effect on recreation use at Brannan Island SRA. These improvements can
be completed without adverse physical effects on the environment”.

A final set of proposed DPR improvements has not been firmly identified but it was
noted by DPR that the proposed facilities would not contribute to, or cause
additional significant impacts. DWR concurs. The potential impact to recreation
resources are addressed by Mitigation Measure REC-1: Implement Measures to
Minimize Impacts on Recreation within Brannan Island State Recreation Area
(BISRA). DPR and DWR are to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding to
implement proposed facilities. The mitigation measure has been included in the
MMRP.

2.4 Letter 3: California Department of Fish and Wildlife

DFW 1. DFW comments that they “typically recommend mitigation for trees removed. The
mitigation measure should include performance and success standards that state
how DWR plans to mitigate for trees removed as a part of the Project™.

Mitigation Measure BIO-2: Retain all Mature Trees on the Proposed Project Sites,
states that DWR will not remove trees. No clearing is planned. In the event that
clearing is required trees would be replaced at a suitable location on site.

DFW 2. DFW notes that “DWR plans to conduct riparian habitat surveys prior to any land
clearing operations. The mitigation measure should include performance standards that state
how DWR plans to mitigate for any riparian habitat that would be impacted from project
activities™.

Mitigation Measure BI1O-4 (pgs. 119 and 184) has been amended to require
mitigation of the identified impact.

“Prior to any land clearing operations, riparian habitat surveys shall be conducted
by a qualified biologist to confirm that construction activities will not impact
riparian habitat. The survey shall entail walking throughout the entire site, including
a 100-foot buffer, to identify adjacent suitable riparian habitat that could be affected
by construction activities, particularly along the top of waterside banks or slopes or
low-lying areas. The riparian habitat surveys shall be submitted to DFW along with
each of the site development plans to confirm that isolated project activities,
inclusive of piling installations, utility installations and road/ramp improvements
near or adjacent to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities will not
result in a significant impact to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. DWR will
mitigate for impacts through restoration of riparian habitat on the Brennan Island or
similar state property based on a replacement ration of 1:1.”
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DFW 3.

DFW 4.

DFW 5.

DFW 6.

DFW 7.

Text has been corrected.
Text has been corrected.
Text has been corrected.

Comment noted. Currently there are no planned activities that would require a Lake
or Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA). Should the project change, DWR wiill
consult with DFW regarding required LSAA alteration agreement or additional
requirements.

DFW comments “that for species not covered under the SIMSCP or the Project
areas located outside of the San Joaquin County Multi-species Habitat
Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP), a CESA permit, pursuant to Fish
and Game Code Section 2080 et seq., is recommended if the Project has the
potential to result in take of species of plants or animals listed under CESA, either
during Project activities or over the life of the Project. Issuance of a CESA Permit
is subject to CEQA documentation; therefore, the draft EIR/EA must specify
impacts, mitigation measures, and a mitigation monitoring and reporting
program”.

The ISIMND documents the approach to evaluation biological resources for the
sites. The CNDDB species list, reviews of literature and other databases were used
to determine which species were expected to occur at each site (Table 4-6 for the
Stockton West Weber site and Table 4-7 for the Rio Vista and Brannan Island
sites). Each site was then visited and visually evaluated for the presence of the list
of special status species and/or their habitats. During site visits, attention was paid
to identifying special status species/habitats in the context of the proposed project
activities. A number of potentially significant impacts were identified and
mitigations to reduce the impacts to less than significant were included in the
ISIMND and the MMRP, including preconstruction surveys and limits to project
related activity. The intent is to avoid any potential take of sensitive species. If
sensitive species are identified during the pre-construction surveys, DWR will
consult with DFW to identify if any significant modifications to the projects and/or
mitigation measures may be required to obtain a CESA permit for activities in areas
outside the SIMSCP.

DWR, Division of Flood Management 14 May 2013

NOD, MMRP, and Response to Comments for the IS/IMND Delta Flood Emergency FIP
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May &, 3013

Mr. John Paasch

Califorrea Departmeant of Waler Resources
Divmion of Flood Maragament

3210 El Caming Avenis, Suite 200
Sacramerts, CA 35621

R L e
Seolt Wisan, Acling Regional Manager
Dapartment of Figh anc Vikdife - Aay Dok Regicn, 7339 Staradc Trail, Mege, Calfernia 34558

Deetia Flood Emergency Faciities kmprovement Pramel, inilial Study and Propoaed Mitgated
Magative Declaration, SCH 02013042015, San Joaguin Courty

The Caldornia Dapartrment of Fish and Wildlile {COPW) has neviewed tha Initisl Study and
Proposed Miligated Negatve Dedaration (ISHMD] provided for the Deita Flcod Emengency
Fadilities Improvamant Project (Froject). COFW ks providing comments on tha ISMND 85 a
balh & Trustes and Responsibie Agency. As Trusies for the State's fish and wiolife resources,
COFW has jurisdicton ower The consarvalion, protection, and management of the fish, wildiife
native plants, and the habilat nacessary for bialogicaly sustainable poputations of such species.
1or tha banafit and use by the pecple of Calfornia, CDPW& s also considered a Respansible
Agency if 8 projest wauld nequire discretionary approval, such as a California Endangered
Species Act [GESA) Permit ar a Lake and Streambed Atteration Agresment (LEAA)

Praject Lecation and Description

The purpose of ke Project & to ensura that slabe agancies have the appropnate infrasiructura
and supplies in the Dala 12 respand 10 ard recover quickly and affactively from magor fleod or
sathguake disasiars in tha Sarremento-San Joaguin River Defla, The proposed Project would
eatabliah bwo new mabarial siorage renster fackity sies (one &t West Wieber Averue in
Stackien and ond at Brarnan |stand Staie Parc), modiy an existing matenal storage facdity at
R Vista, establish new ficod dght supply taciities at all threa [ocatians, and make sie
preparaiions o support modent command posts at Stockdon's Wesl Websr Avenuse and
Brannan isiand Stae Recreation frea.

Comiments on the ISMND

Misgation Maasure BIO-2 on pages 6, 118, and 182 of the |S/MND- The Caiforéa Department
of Waber Resources [DVWR) plans ta keep all irees greater than eight inches diameler at breast
naight (dbh) (COFW typically ecommends mitigation for bess removed), The misgation
measure $houid inclute perfarmance and success standards thad state how DWR plans 1o
miligate for treas remaved as a part of the Praject.

Mitigaton Measure B0 on pages 7, 118, and 182 of the [SMWMD0 OWR plans 1o condisct
niparian habitat surveys prioe to any and clearing cosralions. Tha misgalion measure shoukd
nciude performance sfardards thal stabe how DR plans (o miigale Tor ary i parian babital
1hat wauid be impacied from project activilies.
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Mr_ Johm Paasch 2 May 8, 2013

Pages 104, 106, 108, and 111 of the IS/MND has longfin smelt listed as a state species of
special concern. Longfin smelt is listed as a threatened species by the state.

Page 104 of the IS/MND should include deita smeit a5 a state isted species that is endangered
i the paragraph titled "Special-Status Fish.”

Table 4-6 on page 108 of the ISMND has the Califormia tiger salamander listed as a state
species of special concarn. The California tiger salamander is state listed as threatened.

Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement

The ISMND on pages 8 and 120, contain a mitigation measure (BIO-B) that states "Prior to any
ground disturbing site improvements DWR shall consult with DFW and secure any applicable
Section 1600 Lake or Streambed Alleration (LSA) agreement(s)...”.

Please be advised that any activity that will divert or obstruct the natural flow, or change the
bad, channel, or bank (which may include assaciated riparian resources) of a river or stream, or
use material from a streambed, COFW may require an LSAA pursuant to Section 1600 et seq.
of the Fish and Game Code, with the applicant. lssuance of an LSAA is subject to the
California Ervironmental Quality Act (CEQA). CDFW, as a Responsible Agency under CEQA,
will censider the CEQA docurment for the preject. The CEQA document should fully identify the
potential impacts to the stream or riparian resources and provide adequate avoidanca,
mitigation, monitering and reporting. To obtain information about the LSAA permit process,
please accass our website ab- hitp:/iwww. dfg.ca.gowhaboon/1600,

California Endangered Species Act

The IS/MND notes on page 118 that “The Stockton, West Weber Avenue site is within the
geographic area covered by the San Joaquin Gounty Multi-species Habitat Conservation and
Open Space Plan (SJMSCP).”

Please be advised that for species not covered under the SIMSCP or the Project areas located
outside of the SJMSCP, a CESA permil, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 2080 et
seq., is recommended if the Project has the potential to result in take of species of plants or
animals listad under CESA, either during Project activities or over the life of the Project.
Issuance of a CESA Permit is subject to CEQA documentation; therafore, the draft EIRVEA
must specify impacts, mitigation measures, and a mitigation monitoring and reporting program.
If the proposed Project will or has the potential to impact CESA listed species, early
consultation with COFW is encouraged, as significant medification te the Project and mitigation
measures may be required in order to obtain a CESA Permit. More informafion about the
CESA permit process can be found on the CDFW website at htip./fwww.dfa.ca.govihabeon!
casal,

If you have any gquestions, please contact Ms. Crystal Spurr, Senior Environmental Scientist, at
(208) 234-3442 or Mr_ Jim Starr, Environmental Program Manager, at (209) 234-3440.

ce: State Clearinghouse
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DFW 7. DFW comments, “Please be advised that for species not covered under the
SIJMSCP or the Project areas located outside of the SIMSCP, a CESA permit,
pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 2080 et seq., is recommended if the
Project has the potential to result in take of species of plants or animals listed
under CESA, either during Project activities or over the life of the Project.
Issuance of a CESA Permit is subject to CEQA documentation; therefore, the draft
EIR/EA must specify impacts, mitigation measures, and a mitigation monitoring
and reporting program. If the proposed Project will or has the potential to impact
CESA listed species, early consultation with CDFW is encouraged, as significant
modification to the Project and mitigation measures may be required in order to
obtain a CESA Permit”.

Take of listed species is not anticipated and the biological mitigations included in
the IS/MND and as identified in the MMRP, are intended to ensure take is avoided.

2.5 Letters which did not Require Response

DWR, Division of Flood Management 16 May 2013
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S80 M- STREET, Sone S0
SACRAMCNTD, TGaLiFcRms G584
WL DCLTACOUNCIL CA SO
(815) 445-5511

DELTA STEwaRrRDSHIP COUNCIL

A Conldermin St Ayency

Miay 101, 2013 Chair
P oo g

Menbers

Frans @ Darrel,

Aty Forini

zrin ey

Pazick Johreon
mr. Jahn Paasch Hardh, Meedbustl
Calitormia Departmeant of Watler Resources P ot
Divizlon of Flood Managameant Exacutive Offioer
3310 El Camine Avenue, Suite 200 Ghiatazher . Kirapp

Sacramento, CA 35821

Subject: COMMENTS ON THE NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT AN INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED
HEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE DELTA FLOOD EMERGENCY FACILITIES IMPROVERENT
FROJECT, & COMPORENT OF THE DELTA FLOOD EMERGENCY PREFAREDNESS, RESPONSE
AND RECOVERY PROGRAM

Dear Mr. Paasch:

The Delta Stewardship Council {Douncil) appreciates the opportunity to comment en the proposed
Delta Flaod Emergency Facilltles Improvenent Praject (FIF], an element of DWR's Delta Flood
tmergency Preparedness, Response, and Recovery Program. As ymu know, we are in Lhe grocess of
complating a planming eftort, inftiated by the Della Reform Act {2009), which charged the Council with
developing @ comprehensive management plan for the Delta (Delta Flan). 1he Council anticipates
adopting Lhe [elta Plan at aur May Delta Stevardship Councll meeting, The Act sets farth as State
palicy the achivvament of tho cocgual goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration
{Watcr Code Section 29702), alarg with the inherent ohjective of reducing risks Lo people, property,
and State interests in the Reta by effective emergency preparedness, appropriste land uses, and
irwastments in flood prolection (Water Code Sec, 85070{g)).

specifically, Water Code Section B5305(a) directs the Council 1o promate offoctive emergency
preparedness in the Dalka. Sinee s inception, Counil staff has been working with s partners ot DWR,
California Cnergency Management Azency [CalbMA), and local Delta agencies to advance emargenty
proparedness in the Delta. The diatt Delta Plan makes recommendations Lhat address improvements
in emargency preporednass and response, and the Council envisions working closaly with its pariners
to implement those actions defined in the Deflta Plan,

JA

Mr. bohn Paasch

Californda Department of Water Resources
Division of Flood Managerment

May 10, 2013

Page 2

O review of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the FIP indicated 1o us that thi
proposed project would likely improwe Delta flood emergency preparedness, response, and recovery
efforts by ensuring that the State has appropriate infrastructure and supplies in the Delta to respond to
maljor flond disasters. Because such disasters could have a substantial impact on life and property, as
well as critical infrastructure, indluding State water supply, the Council is supportive of this propesed
praject and looks foreard to its timely implementation. Once all of the elements of DWR's Defta Flood
Emergency Freparedness, Response, and Recovery Program are deweloped and implemented, it will
substantially benefit Delta flood risk reduction efforts in alignment with the Council’s goals,

With the adoption af the Delta Plan, the efforts of the Coundil turn to implementing the Delta Plan and
promoting the achievernent of the cosqual goals. As such, the Council invites all propanents of Delta
projects to consult with the Council during the project development. Councl staff can help fadilitate a
project that is both suecessful and consistent with the Delta Plan. 'With respect to the funding of this
project, please recall that Water Code §83002(a)(1) also requires that “Prior fo the design or
construction of any profect funded pursuent to this parogroph, the Colifornio Boy-Delte Authority, or ils
siccessar, shal! approve the specific profect or program.” The Delta Reform Act of 2009 made the
Council the successor to the California Bay-Delta Autharity. The purpose of the Council's approval is W
facilitate funding by DWR for projects consistent with the criteria established in Water Code
HRIO0Z(ak[1). As the funding for this project is likeky derived from this source, the Coundl recommends
that D'WH meet with Councll staff to define the next steps necessany to facilitate project funding.

if wou hase any furthar questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at (916) 4495-5891.

Sincarely,

(

o
gl o L9e

Carl Lischeske
Lead Engineer
Delta Stewardship Council
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May B, 2013

Fahn Paasch

Calilnimia Depaiment of Water Resouroes, Diviion of Aood Management
3310 H Camning Awpnye, Sufte 200

Sacramento, California 95821

Subject: Deha Hood Ememercy Faclties iImgrosement Project {50H & 200 3043015]
Desr Mr, Paasch:

Delta Frotection Comentssion [Commissicn| sealf iave reviewed the Inital
Stuchy/Proposed Mitigated Megalive Declaation for tha Delta Flood Emerge iy
Faciinies b prosement Praject (SCH 20120000158 The portions of this project
which |l wttihan the: Primary Zome of the Saramanto-San leagim Delth, such ay the
site ab Brannan lsland State Aeoraation &nea [BISRAY, must be consistent with the
Commission’s Land Uise and Resource Managemont Plan (LURME] for the Primgry
Zane af the Deha. Upon revied, Comemssion staff frds thes progect to be
consistent with the LURRME,

Goals af the LU, a5 sel Gut in the Dela Protection Ad; Indude to "profect,
maintss, sid whier passible, enbance and restore He over Gualfy of the Delta
emvireament, including but ot Bmited o agricultune, wildie habiae, ard
recreational activities; assure prderly, balanced consenation and desalopmont gf
Dielua e resounces and improve flood protecton by soroctural and nonstructural
NS B0 BTSLET G Sncrpased kel of public bealth and safaty™, The g pode of
this praject 15 ko ensure thal State agencies hawe the appropeiats ifmstruciurm asd
supplies In the Deita 1o respend and recover guickly from major fliood or
warthquaie disastars, which will belp sapport the aforementioned geal of
improving flood protection.

The project his Besn vievesd & being inoo nsistent with land uses within BISAA and
Ehe adpining Scendic Rouste 1580, but mitigation mesasunes hawn been incorporated
into the project bo keep potential recreation and scenic impacts to less than
dgnificant kevels. Ad the LURMP includes gosls aind policies 1o protect e Delta’s
recraatiorel resnuroes, il s mscessary that thase mitiganion measies remain
Inclisded in the project to remain consistant with the LURRP,

Thank you for this cpparbearty to provide inpu. Please contect the Comenizsion
cdlice al (016) 3754800 if wou hewve amy questions,

Sincerety,

Y "@:‘“ it

Plickanl Machade
Exgrirtion Dircctor

L EohLSo G prm, oF , Gosii,

STATE OF CALIFCRNIA — CALIFORNIA MATURML RESOURCES AENCY

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOCD PROTECTION EQOARD
3310 El Carming Ava,, Am, 151

SACRAMENTO. CA4 95621

(916} 5740609 FAX: [916) 574682

PERMITS: (316) 5740685 FAX: (518} 5740682

Eomund @, Brown JR., JUVERNOR

Aprit 19, 2013

John Paasch

California Department of Water Resources
Division of Flood Management

3310 El Camino Ave, Suite 200
Sacramento, California 95821

Subject  Somments on the Proposed Mitigated Megative Declaration for the Delta
Flood Emergency Facilities Improvement Project
Dear Mr, Paasch:

Our staff has reviewed the Nofice of Intent, Initial Sfudy, and Proposed Mitigated
Negalive Declaration for the Delta Flood Emergency Facilities improvement Project and
submit the following specific cormments for your consideration.

1. Central Valley Flood Protection Board staff endorses the Delta Flood Emergency
Facilities Impravement Project as proposed in this environmental study. By
providing a local stockpile of levee repair materials and flood fighting supplies this
project will help support an urgent respanss to a flood emergensy.

2. In addition to rock and sand stockpiles, consider establishing borrow locations for
impervious clay material for making repairs to damaged levee prisms. Impervious
soil should also be usad for filing in levee cracks and voids and repairing landside
levee slope failures. The California Code of Regulations Title 22 Division 15ection
120) describes the specifications for impervious levee fill material,

If you have any quastions regarding this subject, please contact Curt Taras, Supervising
Engineer, at (916) 574-0634 or at claras@water.ca.gov.

Sinceraly,

R

Len Marino, P.E.
Chief Engineer

DWR, Division of Flood Management 18
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3.0 Errata and Text Changes

3.1 Air Section

SJAPCD 1. Revisions to Table 4-4 (pg. 88) have been made to identify the SJAPCD PM10
threshold of significance

Table 4-4. Summary of Significance Thresholds for Construction-Related Emissions for Criteria
Pollutants

Pollutant
Air Quality District
ROG NOx PM10

Tehama County APCD (lb./day) 25 25 80

Butte County AQMD (Ib./day) 25 25 80
Feather River AQMD (Ib./day) 25 25 80 {b/day)

Sacramento-Metro AQMD (Ib./day) - 85

Yolo Solano AQMD tonslyear (Ib./day) 10 10 80

Monterey Bay Unified APCD (Ib./day) - - 82

San Joaquin Valley APCD (tons/year) 10 10 15

3.2 Biological Resources

Per DPR 3, the impact is addressed by minor amendment to Mitigation Measure B1O-3 (pgs.
119 and 183) to add text stating that:

“Preconstruction surveys will also include botanical survey to identify the presence
of elderberry shrubs and antioch dunes evening primrose.” The mitigation measure
has been included in the MMRP.

Per DFW 2, Text has been added to Mitigation Measure B1O-4 (pgs. 119 and 184) of the
ISIMND. A sentence has been added to the end of the paragraph to read:

“DWR will mitigate for impacts through restoration of riparian habitat on the
Brennan Island or similar state property based on a replacement ration of 1:1.”

GEI Consultants, Inc. 19 May 2013
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Per DFW 3, the text on pg. 104, last sentence has been amended to read:

“The rematning-spectes{ie- hardhead and-longfin-smelt)-are—is considered a species

of special concern, the delta smelt is endangered and long fin smelt is listed as
threatened by DFGW. Descriptions of the special-status fish species supported by
Delta waterways are provided below.”

The text on pg. 106, para. 2, first sentence has been amended to reach:

“Longfin smelt is a state-and federal Species of Concern and is listed as a threatened
species by DFW”.

Table 4-6 as amended is reproduced below.

Per DFW 4, the text on pg. 104, para. 2, last sentence, has been amended as described for
DFW 3.

Per DFW 5, Tables 4-6 and 4-7 were corrected as reproduced in the following pages.

GEI Consultants, Inc. 20 May 2013
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Table 4-6. Special-Status Species Considered at the Stockton West Weber Avenue Site

Highlighted rows indicate refined list of species potentially occurring at site.

Site Group Common Name Scientific Name Status Comments
Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni CT Need tall mature trees for nesting; prefer to hunt near hay fields
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus CFP Nest in oak woodlands or marsh edge trees; hunt in open areas
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia cssC Requ_lre burrows_,; found in grasslands, deserts, and scrublands with low-
growing vegetation
Birds California Black Rail Latera_llus jamaicensis CT, CFP Occupy saltwater, brackish, and freshwater marsh; prefer dense cover
coturniculus
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia CSSC Modgsto populatlon; prefelr emergent freshwater marshes with Scirpus,
cattails, willows, blackberries
Tricolored Blackbird Agelaius tricolor cssc Nest near water; foraging habitat natural grassland, woodland, or agricultural
cropland
California tiger Ambvstoma californiense FT, CC, Require vernal pools, ponds, or intermittent streams for breeding; estivate in
Reptiles / |Salamander y GCSSG CT animal burrows
Amphibians |Western pond turtle Actinemys marmorata CSsC Occupy ponds, marshes, streams, ditches
Giant garter snake Thamnophis gigas FT,CT Occupy marshes, sloughs, drainages, canals, ditches, slow-moving creeks
Navy Valley elderberry Desmocerus californicus FT Associated with elderberry bushes
Drive, Inverte- |longhorn beetle dimorphus
brates . . .
W. Weber Vernal pool tadpole Lepidurus packardi FE Require vernal pools
Avenue shrimp
Palmate-bracted bird's- Occupy seasonally flooded, saline-alkali soils in lowland plains and basins,
beak Cordylanthus palmatus FE, CE edges of channels and drainages; occasionally found in seasonally wet
depressions and grassy areas; reported near site by Calflora
San Joaquin spearscale |Atriplex joaquiniana CNPS 1B.2 |Occupy alkali grasslands; reported near site by Calflora
Alkali milk-vetch Astragalus tener var. tener CNPS 1B.2 ggﬁ‘ll:)% playas, vernal pools, wetlands, riparian areas; reported near site by
Delta tule pea Lathyrus jepsonii var. jepsonii |CNPS 1B.2 Occupy freshwater marshes and tidal river banks; reported near site by
Plants Calflora
Round-leaved filaree California macrophylla CNPS 1B.1 |Occupy grasslands; reported near site by Calflora
Woolly rose-mallow HIb!SCUS IQS|ocarpos var. CNPS 2.2 Occupy freshwater wetlands and riparian areas; reported near site by
occidentalis Calflora
Suisun Marsh aster Symphyotrichum lentum CNPS 1B.2 |Occupy Suisun region; not reported in San Joaquin County by Calflora
Delta mudwort Limosella subulata CNPS 2.1 Occupy ban'ks and flats sqrrounded by freshwater wetlands and riparian
scrub areas; not reported in San Joaquin County by Calflora
Bristly sedge Carex comosa CNPS 2.1 Occupy freshwater wetlands and riparian areas; reported near site by

GEI Consultants, Inc.
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Calflora
. . . . .. CR, CNPS Occupy tidal zones, mud banks, banks of sloughs and rivers; reported near
Mason's lilaeopsis Lilaeopsis masonii g
1B.1 site by Calflora
Big tarplant Blepharizonia plumosa CNPS 1B.1 ggﬁ:gg valley grassland, foothill woodland, chaparral; reported near site by
Heartscale Atriplex cordulata CNPS 1B.2 |Occupy valley grassland, wetland-riparian; reported near site by Calflora
Watershield Brasenia schreberi CNPS 2.3  |Occupy wetland/riparian areas; reported near site by Calflora
Side-flowering skullcap  |Scutellaria lateriflora CNPS 2.2 O_ccupy freshwater wetlands, freshwater marsh, meadows; not reported near
site by Calflora
Sanford’s arrowhead Sagittaria sanfordii CNPS 1B.2 ggﬁ:gg freshwater marshes and riparian areas; not reported near site by
Delta smelt Hypomesus transpacificus FT, CE Generally occupy brackish waters
Chinook salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytscha T.E, CSSC Sltq is within range of .Cen.trall yalley Fa!!-run, Late Fall-run, Winter run, and
Spring-run Evolutionarily Significant Unit
Steelhead Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus |FT S!te is within r_apge of “Central Valley, California Steelhead Evolutionarily
Significant Unit
Green Sturgeon Acipenser medirostris T _Requwes cold,_ fresh_water streams with suitable gravel for spawning, occurs
in Delta and tributaries
. Longfin smelt Spirinchus thaleichthys cssccT Spawns in t|dally influenced frgshwayer wetlands and seasonally inundated
Fish uplands, occurs in Delta and tributaries
Spawning and rearing in shallow weedy areas inundated in seasonal
Sacramento splittail Pogonichthys macrolepidotus |CSSC flooding, lower Sacramento River and bypasses, occurs in Delta and
tributaries
Spawning in pools and side pools of rivers and creeks, juvenile rearing in
Hardhead Mylopharodon conocephalus |CSSC same areas as well as shallow to deeper waters of lakes, occurs in the Delta
and tributaries
San Joaquin Roach Lavinia symmetricus sp. csSsC Spawnlng in pools and side pools of small rivers and creeks,ljuven.lle rearing
in pools of small rivers and creeks, occurs in the Delta and tributaries
Status Codes:
CC California Endangered Candidate FE Federal Endangered CNPS California Native Plant Society
CE California Endangered FT Federal Threatened CNPS 1B Rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere
CFP California DFG Fully Protected CNPS 2 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere
CSSC California DFG Species of Special Concern 0.1 Seriously threatened
CT California Threatened 0.2 Fairly threatened
GEI Consultants, Inc. 22 May 2013
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Table 4-7. Special-Status Species Considered at the Rio Vista and Brannan Island Sites

Highlighted rows indicate refined list of species potentially occurring at site.

Sites Group Common Name Scientific Name Status Comments
Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni CT Need tall mature trees for nesting; prefer to hunt near hay fields
California Black Rail |Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus |CT, CFP COOC\ftéery saltwater, brackish, and freshwater marsh; prefer dense
. . Modesto population; prefer emergent freshwater marshes with
Birds Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia CSSC Scirpus, cattails, willows, blackberries
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia CSSC IRequnre t_)urrows; fognd in grasslands, deserts, and scrublands with
ow-growing vegetation
Bank Swallow Riparia riparia cT O_ccupy riparian areas; build nests on river banks, cliffs, sand/gravel
pits and mounds
Mammals |[Western red bat Lasiurus blossevillii CSsC Primarily roost in mature tree stands
Giant garter snake Thamnophis gigas FT. CT OCCllJ(py marshes, sloughs, drainages, canals, ditches, slow-moving
Reptiles / creeks
Amphibians |Western pond turtle  |Actinemys marmorata CSsC Occupy ponds, marshes, streams, ditches
Rio Vista Silvery legless lizard  |Anniella pulchra pulchra CSsC Moisture essential; prefer warm, loose soil with plant cover
and Interior sand dunes and sand bars; reported in association with
Brannan Sacramento Anthicid Anthicus sacramento CNPS Arundo an_d W|_Ilow, but vegetation asso_uat.lons are unclear. Could
Island beetle occur at Rio Vista and Brannal Island sites; species was trapped
nearby in 1987
Invertebrates Antioch Dunes Anthicus anthiochensis CNPS Bare, unvegetated interior sand dunes and sand bars; Could occur at
Anthicid beetle Rio Vista site; species was trapped nearby in 1987
Valley elderberry S . . .
longhorn beetle Desmocerus californicus dimorphus (FT Associated with elderberry bushes
Mason's lilacopsis Lilacopsis masonii CR, CNPS |Occupy tidal zones, mud banks, banks of sloughs and rivers;
P P 1B.1 reported near site by Calflora
Carquinez goldenbush |Isocoma arguta CNPS 1B.1 Occupy Sunsun.reglon; alkali seasonal wetlands, grasslands; not
reported near site by Calflora
Plants Suisun Marsh aster Symphyotrichum lentum CNPS 1B.2 |Occupy Suisun region; not reported near site by Calflora
Delta tule pea Lathyrus jepsonii var. jepsonii CNPS 1B.2 Qccupy freshwater marshes and tidal river banks; not reported near
site by Calflora
Side-flowering Scutellaria lateriflora CNPS 2.2 Occupy freshwater wetlands, freshwater marsh, meadows; not

skullcap

reported near site by Calflora

GEI Consultants, Inc.

23

May 2013

Response to Comments for the IS/MND Delta Flood Emergency
Facilities Improvement Project




Woolly rose-mallow Hibiscus lasiocarpos var. occidentalis[CNPS 2.2 O_ccupy freshwater wetlands and riparian areas; not reported near
site by Calflora
Antioch Dunes Oenothera deltoids ssp. howellii FE, CE, Inhabit sand dune habitat
evening-primrose P CNPS 1B.1
. . . FE, CR, Occupy coastal saltmarsh and wetland riparian areas; not reported
Soft bird’s-beak Cordylanthus mollis ssp. mollis CNPS 1B.2 |near site by Calflora
Delta mudwort Limosella subulata CNPS 2.1 Qccupy freshwater wetlands and riparian areas; not reported near
site by Calflora
Eel-grass pondweed |Potamogeton zosteriformis CNPS 2.2 Occupy riparian areas with still or slow water; not reported near site
by Calflora
Delta smelt Hypomesus transpacificus FT, CE Generally occupy brackish waters
Chinook salmon oncorhynchus tshawytscha T E, CSSC Site is W|th|n_ range of Central \_/alle_y F_a_ll-run, Lgt"e Fall-run, Winter
run, and Spring-run Evolutionarily Significant Unit
Steelhead Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus ET Site |s_W|th|_n range pf Centr_a}’l Valley, California Steelhead
Evolutionarily Significant Unit
Green Sturgeon Acipenser medirostris T Requwe_s cold, freshw_ater streams with suitable gravel for spawning,
occurs in Delta and tributaries
Longfin smelt Spirinchus thaleichthys csscCT _Spawns in tidally |nf|uence(_j freshwater w_etland_s and seasonally
Fish inundated uplands, occurs in Delta and tributaries
Spawning and rearing in shallow weedy areas inundated in seasonal
Sacramento splittail Pogonichthys macrolepidotus CSSsC flooding, lower Sacramento River and bypasses, occurs in Delta and
tributaries
Spawning in pools and side pools of rivers and creeks, juvenile
Hardhead Mylopharodon conocephalus CSsC rearing in same areas as well as shallow to deeper waters of lakes,
occurs in the Delta and tributaries
Spawning in pools and side pools of small rivers and creeks, juvenile
San Joaquin Roach Lavinia symmetricus sp. CSsC rearing in pools of small rivers and creeks, occurs in the Delta and
tributaries
Status Codes:
CE California Endangered FE Federal Endangered CNPS California Native Plant Society

CFP California DFG Fully Protected FT Federal Threatened CNPS 1B Rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere

CR California Rare CNPS 2 Rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common
CSSC California DFG Species of Special elsewhere

Concern 1 Seriously threatened

CT California Threatened 2 Fairly threatened
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3.3

Transportation/Traffic

The text in Section 4.17.3, Proposed Environmental Mitigation Measures (pg. 178), has been
amended, and the same text was added to the new Section 5.8 (pg. 188).

3.4

“The project could result in increased heavy truck traffic generated by this project and
may cause damage to roadway pavement. Increased truck traffic may be generated
during the construction and operation to restock the sites. DWR will coordinate with
the appropriate Caltrans staff to investigate feasible mitigations. DOT also commented
on the need for a Traffic Management Plan (TMP).

Mitigation Measure TRANS-1: DWR, in consultation with Caltrans regional
offices, will prepare a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) to quide activities during
construction and restocking phases of the proposed project.

This plan will be prepared and support procurement of necessary Caltrans permits for
the transport of heavy construction equipment and/or materials to/from the projects
site, or any movement of oversized or excessive lad vehicles on the State Highway
System. At a minimum this plan shall define how to minimize the amount of time
spent on construction transportation activities; how to minimize disruption of vehicle
and alternative modes of traffic at all times, but particularly during periods of high
traffic volumes; adequate signage and other controls, including flag persons, to ensure
that traffic can flow adequately during construction; the identification of alternative
routes that can meet the traffic flow requirements of a specific area, including
communication (signs, webpages, etc.) with drivers and neighborhoods where
construction activities will occur; and at the end of each construction day roadways
shall be prepared for continued utilization without any significant roadway hazards

remaining”.

Land Use

The following text has been added to Section 4.10.1.3, Brannan Island (pg. 154):

“While Brannan Island SRA is within Sacramento County, the property is State land.
State Parks typically follows State standards and quidelines in developing facilities on
State park properties, including the General Plan for the park unit and State building
codes. Since the property is a State Parks there is no requirement to obtain building or
use permits from the County.”
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3.5 Noise

Per DPR 7, minor amendments were made to Section 4.13.1.6, Project Sites, pg. 165 to read:

“Brannan Island is a Recreation Area. No currently occupied permanent residences,
schools, or other sensitive receptors are found near the site. There is some employee
residences on-site that are not occupied. DPR has commented that through
coordinating and scheduling of the construction, such as considering the season, day
of week and time of day, any construction noise impacts can be lessened and

mitigated.”
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4.0 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program,
(MMRP)

The following table presents the MMRP for the project.
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Table 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan: Delta Flood Emergency Facilities Improvement Project’

Monitoring and

Warehouse and Cargo Storage Containers
at BISRA to Minimize Light and Glare
Impacts to Day and Nighttime Views.

location and exterior visual treatment of the project warehouse on
BISRA to minimize light and glare impacts to day and nighttime
views, and not to harm the natural aesthetics, scenic vistas, and
visual character available within and adjacent to the BISRA and
from Scenic SR 160. Potential visual treatments may include
treating the exterior of the warehouse walls and roof in natural earth
tones and screening by natural, native vegetation of trees and
shrubs.

construction

s . Timing, Responsible
Mitigation Measure(s) Mitigation Description Milestone Entity Enforce_mgpt
Responsibility

AES-1: Design BISRA Joint Use Facility | DWR will consult and coordinate with DPR staff and architect to Design, Pre- DWR DPR
with DPR Incorporating Architectural and | facilitate the location and design of the joint use facility and steel construction
Landscaping Technics to Minimize warehouse within the BISRA so as not to harm the natural
Impacts to Scenic Vistas and Visual aesthetics, scenic vistas, and visual character available within the
Resources. BISRA and from the nearby Scenic SR 160. Potential design

measures may include utilizing natural earth tones for building

exteriors, incorporating earthen berms and planting native plants to

help screen project building features from recreational areas and

from Scenic SR 160.
AES-2: Locate and Design Quarry Rock | DWR will consult and coordinate with DPR staff to facilitate the Pre- DWR DPR
Stockpile(s) at BISRA to Minimize location, placement, shape, and visual treatment of quarry rock construction
Impacts to Scenic Vistas and Visual stockpile(s) that will be located near the southern tip of the BISRA
Resources. peninsula. The quarry rock stockpiles will be located and

configured so as not to harm the natural aesthetics, scenic vistas,

and visual character available within and adjacent to the BISRA

and from the nearby river, sloughs and Scenic SR 160. Potential

visual treatments may include screening by natural, native

vegetation of trees and shrubs, utilizing natural berms, or covering

the rock stockpiles with a layer of native soil and sand materials

from nearby within the BISRA.
AES-3: Locate and Treat Exterior of DWR will consult and coordinate with DPR staff to facilitate the Design, Pre- DWR DPR

GEI Consultants, Inc.
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B10-1: Conduct Burrowing Owl Surveys
at all Three of the Project Sites Prior to
Development.

Prior to any land clearing operations, a burrowing owl survey
following standard guidelines (The California Burrowing Owl
Consortium, CBOC, 1993) shall be conducted by a qualified
biologist. The survey shall entail walking throughout the entire site,
including a 500-foot buffer, to identify adjacent suitable habitat that
could be affected by noise and vibration from heavy equipment
operation. If no burrows are observed, no impact is expected and
results of the survey shall be submitted to the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW). If burrows or owls are
observed, a nesting season (15 April — 15 July) survey shall also be
conducted, the results of which shall determine whether a winter
survey will be further required or whether the results of the survey
can be submitted to the DFW following the nesting survey. If the
surveys confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, the Incidental
Take Minimization Measure for Burrowing Owls (Measure
5.2.4.15) in the San Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat
Conservation and Open Space Plan (November 14, 2000) will be
implemented.

Pre-
construction

DWR

DFW

BI10O-2: Retain all Mature Trees on the
Proposed Project Sites.

Mature trees that are potential nest trees and native oak trees greater
than 8”dbh will not be removed from any of the project sites. If a
nest tree becomes occupied during stockpiling and site
development activities, then depending upon the bird species
involved, appropriate monitoring and mitigation measures as
specified by the DFW will be instituted. At a minimum, all
construction activities shall remain a distance of at least two times
the drip line radius of active nest trees, as measured from the nest.

Pre-
construction,
Construction

DWR

DFW
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B10-3: Conduct Special Status Surveys.

DWR will consult with DFW prior to project construction to
determine the extent for pre-construction sensitive species survey
on the proposed project sites. For those sites determined for
specific surveys, a qualified biologist shall conduct the sensitive
species survey on the sites and within buffer areas of the sites.
Special status bird species that could potentially nest in trees in or
near the project area include Swainson’s hawk, tricolored blackbird,
white-tailed kite, double-crested cormorant, California black rail,
saltmarsh common yellowthroat, song sparrow, Cooper’s hawk,
ferruginous hawk, merlin, yellow-headed blackbird, and western
yellow-billed cuckoo. Potential habitat for special status
reptiles/famphibians including the giant garter snake (GGS) and the
western pond turtle exists at all three sites necessitating the need to
conduct pre-construction surveys at all three sites. In addition, the
western red bat could potentially roost in trees in or near the Rio
Vista site and the Brannan Island site. The surveys shall be
conducted no more than two weeks prior to the start of operations
and depending on the expected duration of the activities a follow-up
survey may also be required. All observed sensitive species shall be
reported to the DFW. The proposed project will be adjusted to
avoid impacting these species, or to relocate the individuals under
the guidance of the DFW. Preconstruction surveys will also include

botanical survey to identify the presence of elderberry shrubs and
Antioch dunes evening primrose.

Pre-
construction

DWR

DFW

B10O-4: Conduct Pre-Construction
Riparian Habitat Surveys at All Three of
the Project Sites Prior to Development.

Prior to any land clearing operations, riparian habitat surveys shall
be conducted by a qualified biologist to confirm that construction
activities will not impact riparian habitat. The survey shall entail
walking throughout the entire site, including a 100-foot buffer, to
identify adjacent suitable riparian habitat that could be affected by
construction activities, particularly along the top of waterside banks
or slopes or low-lying areas. The riparian habitat surveys shall be
submitted to DFW along with each of the site development plans to
confirm that isolated project activities, inclusive of piling
installations, utility installations and road/ramp improvements near

Pre-
construction

DWR

DFW
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or adjacent to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
communities will not result in a significant impact to riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. DWR will mitigate for impacts through restoration of
riparian habitat on the Brennan Island or similar of state property
based on a replacement ration of 1:1.

BI10O-5: Conduct Pre-Design Wetlands
and Riparian Habitat Surveys for each of
the Sites and Install and Maintain
Exclusionary Fencing at the Sites to
Ensure Full Avoidance of Seasonal and
Permanent Wetlands and Jurisdictional
Riparian Habitat.

a) DWR shall retain a qualified biologist to conduct a wetland
delineation of the project sites. This delineation shall be submitted
to the Corps, and verification received prior to any ground
disturbing activities beyond the existing on-site roadways.

b) DWR, will preserve, and not disturb the existing wetlands, and
wherever possible, establish 25-foot minimum buffers around all
sides of these features. In addition, the final project design shall not
cause significant changes to the pre-project hydrology, water
quality or water quantity in any wetland that is to be retained on
site. This shall be accomplished by avoiding or repairing any
disturbance to the hydrologic conditions supporting these wetlands,
as verified through wetland protection plans.

¢) DWR, prior to construction activities, shall conduct an updated
wetland delineation for its potential disturbance area, install orange
exclusion fencing on T-posts (or equivalent), with silt fence
material installed along the bottom, and wherever possible a 25-
foot buffer adjacent to seasonal and permanent wetlands identified
within and adjacent to the proposed site work. The fencing shall be
maintained for the duration of the site work, and the DWR
Operations and Maintenance Manual for the Rio Vista site shall
include the pre-construction delineation of jurisdictional wetlands
and riparian habitat and note that all future traffic within the project
site is limited to improved surface areas and stockpile areas, and all
other areas are deemed off-limits to vehicular and construction
equipment.

Predesign,
Preconstruct
ion,

DWR

DFW
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BI10O-6: Secure Section 1600 Lake or
Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement
from DFW

Prior to any ground disturbing site improvements DWR shall
consult with DFW and secure any applicable Section 1600 Lake or
Streambed Alteration (LSA) agreement(s) for any permanent site
improvements waterward of the top of bank at Threemile Slough
for the BISRA site or at the Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel or
Mormon Slough at the Stockton West Weber Avenue site.

Predesign,
Preconstruct
ion,

DWR

DFW

CUL-1: Pre-construction Field Survey

Prior to ground disturbing activities, a field survey will be
conducted by a qualified archeologist to identify any prehistoric or
historic cultural resources within the project site areas. The survey
may reveal a lack of resources. No further identification effort will
need to be made. If resources are found in one of the selected sites
during the survey, it will be necessary to determine whether the
resource is an important resource. This determination will be made

by a qualified archeologist based upon surface evidence, if possible.

If surface evidence is not conclusive, additional studies, including
archival research or subsurface testing, will be conducted. If the
additional studies are undertaken and a resource is found to be
important under the criteria of the California Register of Historical
Resources (CRHR), avoidance will be the preferred method of
mitigation. The use of the site with the significant resource might
need to be limited to a smaller portion of the site, with protective
measures designed for the resource, such as fencing or monitoring
site use. The determination of appropriate mitigation will be made
by DWR.

Preconstruct
ion

DWR

DWR

CUL-2: Worker Cultural Resource
Awareness

Construction personnel will be informed of the potential for
encountering significant archaeological resources and instructed in
the identification of artifacts, bone, and other potential resources.
All construction personnel will be informed of the need to stop
work on the project site if cultural resources are found, and until a
qualified archaeologist has been provided the opportunity to assess
the significance of the find and implement appropriate measures to
protect or scientifically remove the find. Construction personnel
will also be informed of the requirement that unauthorized
collection of cultural resources is prohibited.

Preconstruct
ion,
Construction

DWR

DWR
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CUL-3: Immediately Halt Construction if
any Cultural Resources are Discovered.

DWR shall implement the following mitigation measure to reduce
the potential impacts to buried historic cultural resources to a less-
than-significant level. If cultural materials (e.g., unusual amounts of
shell, animal bone, glass, ceramics, etc.) are discovered during
project-related construction activities, ground disturbances in the
area of the find shall be halted and a qualified professional
archaeologist shall be notified regarding the discovery. The
archaeologist, to be retained by DWR, shall determine whether the
resource is potentially significant per the CRHR and develop
appropriate mitigation. Mitigation may include, but not be limited
to, in-field documentation, archival research, archaeological testing,
data recovery excavations, or recordation, and shall be implemented
before resuming construction in the immediate vicinity.

Construction

DWR

DWR

CUL-4: Immediately Halt Construction if
any Human Remains are Discovered.

DWR shall implement the following mitigation measure to reduce
the potential impacts to human remains to a less-than-significant
level. In accordance with the California Health and Safety Code, if
human remains are uncovered during ground-disturbing activities,
the contractor and/or DWR shall immediately halt potentially
damaging excavation in the area of the burial and notify the County
Coroner and a professional archaeologist to determine the nature of
the remains. The coroner is required to examine all discoveries of
human remains within 48 hours of receiving notice of a discovery
on private or State lands (Health and Safety Code Section
7050.5[b]).

If the coroner determines that the remains are those of a Native
American, he or she must contact the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) by phone within 24 hours of making that
determination (Health and Safety Code Section 7050[c]).
Following the coroner’s findings, DWR, an archaeologist, and the
NAHC designated Most Likely Descendent (MLD) shall determine
the ultimate treatment and disposition of the remains and take
appropriate steps to ensure that additional human interments are not
disturbed. The responsibilities for acting upon notification of a
discovery of Native American human remains are identified in

Construction

DWR

DWR
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California Public Resources Code Section (PRC) 5097.9.
CUL-5: Determination of Significance of | If previously unknown cultural resources are discovered during Construction DWR DWR

Cultural Resources

project construction, all work in the area of the find should cease
and a qualified archaeologist should be retained by DWR or
consultant to assess the significance of the find, make
recommendations on its disposition, and prepare appropriate field
documentation, including verification of the completion of required
mitigation. If archaeological or paleontological resources are
discovered during earth moving activities, all construction activities
within 50 feet of the find should cease until the archaeologist
evaluates the significance of the resource. In the absence of a
determination, all archaeological and paleontological resources
should be considered significant. If the resource is determined to be
significant, the archaeologist, as appropriate, should prepare a
research design for recovery of the resources in consultation with
the State Office of Historic Preservation that satisfies the
requirements of Public Resources Code, Section 21083.2. The
archaeologist should complete a report of the excavations and

GEI Consultants, Inc.
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findings. Upon approval of the report, the project proponent should
submit the report to the regional office of the California Historic
Resources Information System.
HYD-1: Institute Construction Best DWR shall implement construction Best Management Practices Preconstruct DWR, County of Record
Management Practices (BMPs) for the (BMPs) for all land clearing, land leveling, excavation, and fill ion, Contractor

Prevention of Erosion and Transport of
Soil, Sand, and Silt Offsite During Runoff
Events.

operations associated with site preparations at the three sites. These
measures will be incorporated into the construction plans and
specifications. They include avoidance of existing wetlands,
including placement of exclusion fencing, creating on site
catchments for surface runoff, using coir logs to intercept drainage,
and hydroseeding slopes, as appropriate.

Before the start of any construction work, clearing, or site grading
associated with preparation, or any stockpiling activities at the sites,
measures to control soil erosion and waste discharges will be
prepared in accordance with BMPs. DWR will require all
contractors conducting work at the sites to implement BMPs to
control soil erosion and waste discharges of other construction-
related contaminants. The general contractor(s) and
subcontractor(s) conducting the work will be responsible for
constructing or implementing, regularly inspecting, and
maintaining the BMPs in good working order. In addition, the

Construction
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contractors will be required to submit and adhere to the applicable
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) associated with
site development, preparation, and improvements.

Sufficient buffers from wetlands, riparian habitat, and/or other
sensitive areas shall be maintained throughout the construction
improvement period(s) of the project.

The plans developed by DWR or its contractor(s) will identify the
grading, erosion, and tracking control BMPs and specifications that
are necessary to avoid and minimize water quality impacts to the
extent practicable. Standard erosion control measures (e.g.,
management, structural, and vegetative controls) will be
implemented for all construction activities that expose soil. Grading
operations will be conducted to eliminate direct routes for
conveying potentially contaminated runoff to drainage channels.
Erosion control barriers such as silt fences and mulching material
will be installed, and disturbed areas will be reseeded with native
grasses or other plants where necessary. Tracking controls shall be
required throughout the construction period, as needed, to reduce
the tracking of sediment and debris from the construction site.

GEI Consultants, Inc.
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HYD-1 (cont.)

At a minimum, entrances and exits shall be inspected daily, and
controls implemented as needed.The following specific BMPs will
be implemented, as described in the California BMP Handbook
(www.cabmphandbook.com:)

e Conduct all work according to site-specific construction plans
that identify areas for clearing and grading so that ground
disturbance is minimized.

e Avoid riparian vegetation, cover cleared areas with mulches,
and install silt fences near riparian areas or streams to control
erosion and trap sediment, and reseed cleared areas with native
vegetation. Sufficient buffers (minimum 20 feet when
possible) from wetlands and/or other sensitive areas shall be
maintained throughout the life of the project.

o  Stabilize disturbed soils before the onset of the winter rainfall
season.

e Stabilize and protect stockpiles from exposure to erosion and
flooding.

e Stabilize all construction access by providing a point of
entrance/exit to the construction sites that is stabilized to
reduce the tracking of mud and dirt onto public roads by
construction vehicles.

e  Grade each construction entrance/exit to prevent runoff from
leaving the construction site, and ensure that all runoff from the
stabilized entrances/exits are routed through a sediment-
trapping device before discharge.

e  Ensure that entry/exit ways are able to support the heaviest
vehicles and equipment that will use them.

BMPs will also specify appropriate hazardous materials handling,

storage, and spill response practices to reduce the possibility of

adverse impacts from use or accidental spills or releases of
contaminants. Specific measures applicable to the project include,
but are not limited to, the following:

e Develop and implement strict onsite handling rules to keep
construction and maintenance materials out of drainages and

GEI Consultants, Inc.
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waterways.
e Conduct all refueling and servicing of equipment with
absorbent material or drip pans underneath to contain spilled
fuel. Collect any fluid drained from machinery during servicing
in leak-proof containers and deliver to an appropriate disposal
or recycling facility.
e Maintain controlled construction staging, site entrance,
concrete washout, and fueling areas at least 100 feet away from
stream channels or wetlands to minimize accidental spills and
runoff of contaminants in storm water.
e Prevent raw cement; concrete or concrete washings; asphalt,
paint, or other coating material; oil or other petroleum
products; or any other substances that could be hazardous to
aquatic life from contaminating the soil or entering
watercourses.
e  Maintain spill cleanup equipment in proper working condition.
Clean up all spills immediately according to the spill
prevention and response plan, and immediately notify DFW
and the RWQCB of any spills and cleanup procedures.
HAZ-1 DWR has entered into an interagency agreement with the State Preconstruct DWR DTSC
Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) to conduct ion
applicable supplemental site investigations (SSIs) and shall develop
environmental remediation plans that will be incorporated into the
site plans and improvements proposed for the Stockton West
Weber Avenue parcel(s) prior to any ground disturbing activities
that may pose a toxic substance hazardous risk during construction
of site improvements and subsequent facility operations that will be
consistent with current commercial and industrial zoning land uses.
NOI-1: Implement Measures to Control The contractor and/or DWR shall properly maintain construction Construction | Contractor DWR

Construction Equipment Noise Levels.

equipment and equip it with noise control devices, such as exhaust
mufflers or engine shrouds, in accordance with manufacturers’
specifications. For non-emergency activities such as site
construction and stockpiling quarry rock, operations will be limited
to the periods 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM, Mondays through Saturdays.

GEI Consultants, Inc.

38 May 2013

Response to Comments for the IS/MND Delta Flood Emergency
Facilities Improvement Project




Mitigation Measure(s)

Mitigation Description

Timing,
Milestone

Responsible
Entity

Monitoring and
Enforcement
Responsibility

REC-1: Implement Measures to
Minimize Impacts on Recreation within
Brannan Island State Recreation Area
(BISRA)

DWR shall inter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the
State Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to design project
elements in coordination with DPR to minimize impacts on
recreational quality and visual resources within the BISRA, and to
improve facilities that could jointly benefit recreational services and
emergency response capabilities. These include potential features
such as developing architectural treatments to blend new structures
(multi-use and warehouse facilities) within the park setting,
screening the placement and storage of quarry rock stockpiles with
vegetation, earthen berms, and/or placing a layer of sand over the
quarry rock stockpile, planting native plants to help screen project
features, improving service facilities such as restrooms and roads,
and collectively implement a 2,500-5,000 sf. joint use facility
within the BISRA that could serve as Multi-Agency Center (MAC).

Preconstruct
ion

DWR

DPR

TRANS-1: DWR, in consultation with

This plan will be prepared and support procurement of necessary

Caltrans regional offices, will prepare a

Caltrans permits for the transport of heavy construction equipment

Traffic Management Plan (TMP) to quide

and/or materials to/from the projects site, or any movement of

activities during construction phase and

oversized or excessive lad vehicles on the State Highway System.

restocking phase of the proposed project.

At a minimum this plan shall define how to minimize the amount of

time spent on construction transportation activities; how to
minimize disruption of vehicle and alternative modes of traffic at
all times, but particularly during periods of high traffic volumes;
adequate signage and other controls, including flag persons, to
ensure that traffic can flow adequately during construction; the
identification of alternative routes that can meet the traffic flow
requirements of a specific area, including communication (signs,
webpages, etc.) with drivers and neighborhoods where construction

activities will occur; and at the end of each construction day
roadways shall be prepared for continued utilization without any
significant roadway hazards remaining.

Preconstruct
ion

DWR

Caltrans
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